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����0RUULV�+DOO���������������
Website: mnsu.edu/women

Chair: Maria Bevacqua

Laura Harrison, Shannon Miller, Jocelyn Fenton Stitt

The Department of Gender and Women’s Studies familiarizes students with 
interdisciplinary feminist perspectives through coursework, internships, research, 
and activism. Students learn to examine the historical, social, psychological, 
political, economic, and cultural dimensions of gender, while gaining a more 
complex understanding of the construction of gender and its intersection with 
other categories of difference, power, and inequality. By understanding how 
interlocking systems of oppression function locally and internationally, students 
will be better situated to apply their critical thinking skills as they work toward 
social justice in a global society.

The department supports a variety of opportunities for personal and profes�
sional development, including a student club and honor society, community and 
teaching internships, workshops and conferences, and cultural events. Students 
are encouraged to take leadership roles in the development of special programs 
DQG� WR�EHFRPH�DFWLYHO\� LQYROYHG�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�FDPSXV�EDVHG�DFWLYLVW�
groups, applying feminist theory to the practice of empowering women and 
creating social change.

Admission to Major is granted by the department.  Admission requirements are:
��D�PLQLPXP�RI����HDUQHG�VHPHVWHU�FUHGLW�KRXUV�
��D�PLQLPXP�FXPXODWLYH�*3$�RI�������³&´��
Contact the department for application procedures.

32/,&,(6�,1)250$7,21

GPA Policy.��$�*HQGHU�DQG�:RPHQ¶V�6WXGLHV�PDMRU�*3$�RI�����LV�UHTXLUHG��$1'�D�
JUDGH�RI�³&�´�RU�EHWWHU�PXVW�EH�HDUQHG�LQ�DOO�*HQGHU�DQG�:RPHQ¶V�6WXGLHV�FRXUVHV�

P/N Grading Policy. With the exception of workshops and internships, only two 
FODVVHV�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�RQ�D�3�1�EDVLV�

GeNder ANd WOMeN’S STUdIeS BA

Major Common Core
*:6� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���� *OREDO�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�:RPHQ�DQG�&KDQJH����
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�7KRXJKW����
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�5HVHDUFK�DQG�$FWLRQ����
*:6� ���� 8QGHUJUDGXDWH�6HPLQDU����
Internship
�&KRRVH���FUHGLWV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
*:6� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS��7HDFKLQJ������� 
*:6� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS��&RPPXQLW\���������

Major restricted electives
�&KRRVH�D�PLQLPXP�RI���FUHGLWV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
$,6� ���� $PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�:RPHQ����
$,6� ���:� $PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�:RPHQ����
$17+� ���� .LQVKLS��0DUULDJH�DQG�)DPLO\����
$17+� ���� $QWKURSRORJ\�RI�*HQGHU����
$57� ���� *HQGHU�LQ�$UW����
%,2/� ���� %LRORJ\�RI�:RPHQ����
&255� ���� :RPHQ�LQ�WKH�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHP����
(1*� ���� *HQGHU�LQ�/LWHUDWXUH������
(7+1� ���� :RPHQ�RI�&RORU����
*:6� ���� 9LROHQFH�DQG�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���:� 9LROHQFH�DQG�*HQGHU����

*:6� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�
� � 6WXGLHV����
*:6� ���:� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�� �
� � 6WXGLHV����
*:6� ���� *HQGHU��5DFH��DQG�3RSXODU�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���� &RPLQJ�RI�$JH��*HQGHU�DQG�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���:� &RPLQJ�RI�$JH��*HQGHU�DQG�&XOWXUH�����
*:6� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV������
*:6� ���� :RPHQ�DQG�6SLULWXDOLW\����
*:6� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\������
*:6� ���� :RUNVKRS������
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�3HGDJRJ\����
*:6� ���� 3ROLWLFV�RI�6H[XDOLW\����
*:6� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV������
*:6� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\������
*:6� ���� :RUNVKRS������
+,67� ���� +LVWRU\�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�LQ�$PHULFD����
+,67� ���� +LVWRU\�RI�:RPHQ�LQ�3UHLQGXVWULDO�(XURSH����
+,67� ���� 8QLWHG�6WDWHV�:RPHQ¶V�+LVWRU\����
+/7+� ���� :RPHQ¶V�+HDOWK����
/$:(� ���� :RPHQ�LQ�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW����
3+,/� ���� )HPLQLVW�3KLORVRSK\����
32/� ���� :RPHQ�	�3ROLWLFV����
36<&� ���:� 3V\FKRORJ\�RI�:RPHQ����
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�+XPDQ�6H[XDOLWLHV����
62&� ���� 6H[�	�*HQGHU�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�6RFLHW\����
62&� ���� )DPLO\�9LROHQFH����
62&� ���� ,GHQWLW\�:RUN�LQ�:RPHQ¶V�5HHQWU\�([SHULHQFHV����
62:.� ���� :RPHQ¶V�,VVXHV�LQ�6RFLDO�:RUN����
62:.� ���� 6RFLDO�:RUN�DQG�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH����     

Other Graduation requirements 
required for Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree ONLY - /DQJXDJH����FUHGLWV�

required Minor: Yes. Any.

GeNder ANd WOMeN’S STUdIeS BS

Major Common Core
*:6� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���� *OREDO�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�:RPHQ�DQG�&KDQJH����
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�7KRXJKW����
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�5HVHDUFK�DQG�$FWLRQ����
*:6� ���� 8QGHUJUDGXDWH�6HPLQDU����
Internship
�&KRRVH���FUHGLWV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
*:6� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS��7HDFKLQJ������� 
*:6� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS��&RPPXQLW\���������

Major restricted electives
�&KRRVH�D�PLQLPXP�RI���FUHGLWV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
$,6� ���� $PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�:RPHQ����
$,6� ���:� $PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�:RPHQ����
$17+� ���� .LQVKLS��0DUULDJH�DQG�)DPLO\����
$17+� ���� $QWKURSRORJ\�RI�*HQGHU����
$57� ���� *HQGHU�LQ�$UW����
%,2/� ���� %LRORJ\�RI�:RPHQ����
&255� ���� :RPHQ�LQ�WKH�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHP����
(1*� ���� *HQGHU�LQ�/LWHUDWXUH������
(7+1� ���� :RPHQ�RI�&RORU����
*:6� ���� 9LROHQFH�DQG�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���:� 9LROHQFH�DQG�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�
� � 6WXGLHV����
*:6� ���:� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�� �
� � 6WXGLHV����
*:6� ���� *HQGHU��5DFH��DQG�3RSXODU�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���� &RPLQJ�RI�$JH��*HQGHU�DQG�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���:� &RPLQJ�RI�$JH��*HQGHU�DQG�&XOWXUH�����
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*:6� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV������
*:6� ���� :RPHQ�DQG�6SLULWXDOLW\����
*:6� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\������
*:6� ���� :RUNVKRS������
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�3HGDJRJ\����
*:6� ���� 3ROLWLFV�RI�6H[XDOLW\����
*:6� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV������
*:6� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\������
*:6� ���� :RUNVKRS������
+,67� ���� +LVWRU\�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�LQ�$PHULFD����
+,67� ���� +LVWRU\�RI�:RPHQ�LQ�3UHLQGXVWULDO�(XURSH����
+,67� ���� 8QLWHG�6WDWHV�:RPHQ¶V�+LVWRU\����
+/7+� ���� :RPHQ¶V�+HDOWK����
/$:(� ���� :RPHQ�LQ�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW����
3+,/� ���� )HPLQLVW�3KLORVRSK\����
32/� ���� :RPHQ�	�3ROLWLFV����
36<&� ���:� 3V\FKRORJ\�RI�:RPHQ����
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�+XPDQ�6H[XDOLWLHV����
62&� ���� 6H[�	�*HQGHU�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�6RFLHW\����
62&� ���� )DPLO\�9LROHQFH����
62&� ���� ,GHQWLW\�:RUN�LQ�:RPHQ¶V�5HHQWU\�([SHULHQFHV����
62:.� ���� :RPHQ¶V�,VVXHV�LQ�6RFLDO�:RUN����
62:.� ���� 6RFLDO�:RUN�DQG�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH����

required Minor: Yes. Any.

GeNder ANd WOMeN’S STUdIeS MINOr

Minor Core (16 credits)
0LQRUV�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�*:6������*:6����:�DQG�*:6������*:6����:��,I�
both are taken, one can be applied toward electives. 
*:6� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���:� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���� *OREDO�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�:RPHQ�DQG�&KDQJH����
*:6� ���:� *OREDO�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�:RPHQ�DQG�&KDQJH����
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�7KRXJKW����
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�5HVHDUFK�DQG�$FWLRQ����
*:6� ���� 8QGHUJUDGXDWH�6HPLQDU����

Minor electives
�&KRRVH�D�PLQLPXP�RI���FUHGLWV�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ��
$,6� ���� $PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�:RPHQ����
$,6� ���:� $PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�:RPHQ����
$17+� ���� .LQVKLS��0DUULDJH�DQG�)DPLO\����
$17+� ���� $QWKURSRORJ\�RI�*HQGHU����
$57� ���� *HQGHU�LQ�$UW����
%,2/� ���� %LRORJ\�RI�:RPHQ����
&255� ���� :RPHQ�LQ�WKH�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�6\VWHP����
(1*� ���� *HQGHU�LQ�/LWHUDWXUH������
(7+1� ���� :RPHQ�RI�&RORU����
*:6� ���� 9LROHQFH�DQG�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���:� 9LROHQFH�DQG�*HQGHU����
*:6� ���� ,QWUR��WR�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�6WXGLHV����
*:6� ���:� ,QWUR��WR�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�6WXGLHV����
*:6� ���� *HQGHU��5DFH��DQG�3RSXODU�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���� &RPLQJ�RI�$JH��*HQGHU�DQG�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���:� &RPLQJ�RI�$JH��*HQGHU�DQG�&XOWXUH����
*:6� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV������
*:6� ���� :RPHQ�DQG�6SLULWXDOLW\����
*:6� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\������
*:6� ���� :RUNVKRS������
*:6� ���� )HPLQLVW�3HGDJRJ\����
*:6� ���� 3ROLWLFV�RI�6H[XDOLW\����
*:6� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV������
*:6� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\������
*:6� ���� :RUNVKRS������
*:6� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS��7HDFKLQJ������
*:6� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS��&RPPXQLW\������
+,67� ���� +LVWRU\�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�LQ�$PHULFD����
+,67� ���� +LVWRU\�RI�:RPHQ�LQ�3UHLQGXVWULDO�(XURSH����

+,67� ���� 8QLWHG�6WDWHV�:RPHQ¶V�+LVWRU\����
+/7+� ���� :RPHQ¶V�+HDOWK����
/$:(� ���� :RPHQ�LQ�/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW����
3+,/� ���� )HPLQLVW�3KLORVRSK\����
32/� ���� :RPHQ�	�3ROLWLFV����
36<&� ���� 3V\FKRORJ\�RI�:RPHQ����
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�+XPDQ�6H[XDOLWLHV����
62&� ���� 6H[�	�*HQGHU�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�6RFLHW\����
62&� ���� )DPLO\�9LROHQFH����
62&� ���� ,GHQWLW\�:RUN�LQ�:RPHQ¶V�5HHQWU\�([SHULHQFHV����
62:.� ���� :RPHQ¶V�,VVXHV�LQ�6RFLDO�:RUN����
62:.� ���� 6RFLDO�:RUN�DQG�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH����

&2856(�'(6&5,37,216

GWS 110 (4) Introduction to Gender
7KLV�FRXUVH�IDPLOLDUL]HV�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�¿HOG�RI�*HQGHU�DQG�:RPHQ¶V�6WXGLHV��
,W�IRFXVHV�RQ�PDMRU�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�DSSURDFKHV�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�JHQGHU�DORQJVLGH�
race, class, and sexuality, among other identity categories.
Fall, Spring, Summer
*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���3XUSOH��

GWS 110W (4) Introduction to Gender
7KLV�FRXUVH�IDPLOLDUL]HV�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�¿HOG�RI�*HQGHU�DQG�:RPHQ¶V�6WXGLHV��
,W�IRFXVHV�RQ�PDMRU�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�DSSURDFKHV�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�JHQGHU�DORQJVLGH�
race, class, and sexuality, among other identity categories.
Fall, Spring, Summer
:,��*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���3XUSOH��

GWS 120 (4) Violence and Gender
We will examine the gendered systemic, and institutional nature of violence. 
:H�ZLOO�VHHN�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�SUHYHQW�JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�
and harassment, intimate partner abuse, and hate crimes. We will think critically 
about gender, oppression, and privilege.
Fall, Spring, Summer
*(�9
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���3XUSOH

GWS 120W (4) Violence and Gender
We will examine the gendered systemic, and institutional nature of violence. 
:H�ZLOO�VHHN�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�SUHYHQW�JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH��VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�
and harassment, intimate partner abuse, and hate crimes. We will think critically 
about gender, oppression, and privilege.
Fall, Spring, Summer
:,��*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���3XUSOH

GWS 220 (4) Global Perspectives on Women and Change
This course will examine women’s lives and activism, past and present, through�
out the world. We will explore and evaluate individual and collective efforts 
to achieve social justice in the context of interlocking systems of oppression.
Fall, Spring, Summer
*(����*(�9
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���3XUSOH
 
GWS 220W (4) Global Perspectives on Women and Change
This course will examine women’s lives and activism, past and present, through�
out the world. We will explore and evaluate individual and collective efforts 
to achieve social justice in the context of interlocking systems of oppression.
Fall, Spring, Summer
:,��*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���3XUSOH
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GWS 225 (4) Intro. to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Studies
An introduction to the study of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communi�
ties and identities, including challenges to homophobia and heterosexism. We 
will explore social and historical constructions of LGBT identities as they vary 
across ethnic, class, and gender lines.
Fall, Spring
*(����*(����
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���*ROG

GWS 225W (4) Intro. to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Studies
An introduction to the study of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communi�
ties and identities, including challenges to homophobia and heterosexism. We 
will explore social and historical constructions of LGBT identities as they vary 
across ethnic, class, and gender lines.
Fall, Spring
:,���*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���*ROG

GWS 230 (4) Gender, race, and Popular Culture
([SORUHV�KRZ�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�VKDSHV�DQG�PLUURUV�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�JHQGHU�
and sexuality and their intersections with race and class. Critically examines 
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�DQG�UDFH�LQ�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH�IRUPV�VXFK�DV�¿OP��WHOHYL�
sion, music, books, and the internet.
2Q�'HPDQG
*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���3XUSOH

GWS 251 (4) Coming of Age: Gender and Culture
7KLV�FRXUVH�H[SORUHV�WKH�JHQGHUHG�FRPLQJ�RI�DJH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�WLPH�
periods and cultures. Students will learn and apply tools from women’s studies 
to analyze the impact of gender, race, class, and sexuality on childhood, ado�
lescence and adulthood.
Fall, Spring
*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���3XUSOH

GWS 251W (4) Coming of Age: Gender and Culture
7KLV�FRXUVH�H[SORUHV�WKH�JHQGHUHG�FRPLQJ�RI�DJH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�WLPH�
periods and cultures. Students will learn and apply tools from gender and women’s 
studies to analyze the impact of gender, race, class, and sexuality on childhood, 
adolescence and adulthood.
Fall, Spring
:,��*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���3XUSOH

GWS 260 (1-4) Selected Topics
2IIHUHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VWXGHQW�GHPDQG�DQG�LQVWUXFWRU�DYDLODELOLW\�H[SHUWLVH��WRSLFV�
courses provide curriculum enrichment on an ongoing basis.
9DULDEOH

GWS 265 (1) Women and Spirituality
Workshop brings together people of diverse spiritual traditions and creates an 
atmosphere where ideas about traditions and spiritual growth can be shared.
Fall

GWS 277 (1-6) Individual Study
Concentrated study and research in areas of student’s special interests/expertise 
under supervision of a faculty member.
3UH��:RPHQ¶V�6WXGLHV�PDMRU�PLQRU��
Fall, Spring

GWS 290 (1-4) Workshop
Topics to be announced. May be retaken for credit.
9DULDEOH

GWS 310 (4) Feminist Thought
This course will introduce you to major theories of feminism as well as key issues 
in contemporary feminist thought. Students will have an opportunity to advance 
their own feminist thinking through engagement with a diversity of theoretical 
perspectives on gender. 
Fall

GWS 330 (4) Feminist research and Action
This course examines fundamentals of feminist research and the relationship 
between theory and practice. Students will engage philosophical and method�
ological questions about the production of knowledge; learn concrete research 
skills; and complete individual research/action projects.
Spring

GWS 340 (4) Undergraduate Seminar
Advanced topics in women’s and gender studies.
3UH��*:6�����RU�*:6�����RU�FRQVHQW��
Spring

GWS 440 (3) Feminist Pedagogy
We explore key philosophical and methodological issues in feminist teaching 
with an emphasis on application of the material.

GWS 455 (3) Politics of Sexuality
This course explores the interconnections between sex, gender, and sexuality, 
with special attention to how institutions and communities shape experience 
and identity. 

GWS 460 (1-4) Selected Topics
2IIHUHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VWXGHQW�GHPDQG�DQG�LQVWUXFWRU�DYDLODELOLW\�H[SHUWLVH��WRSLFV�
courses provide curriculum enrichment on an ongoing basis.
9DULDEOH

GWS 477 (1-6) Individual Study
Concentrated study and research in areas of student’s special interests/expertise 
under supervision of a faculty member.
3UH��0XVW�EH�GHSDUWPHQW�PDMRU�PLQRU��
Fall, Spring

GWS 490 (1-4) Workshop
Topics to be announced. May be retaken for credit.
9DULDEOH

GWS 497 (1-6) Internship: Teaching
6WXGHQWV�DVVLVW�D�IDFXOW\�PHPEHU�LQ�WHDFKLQJ�*:6�����RU�*:6�������
�&RPSOHWH�FRXUVH�KDQGERRN�DYDLODEOH�IURP��F\QWKLD�YHOGKXLVHQ#PQVX�HGX�
3UH��*:6�����RU�*:6�����DQG�FRQVHQW���

GWS 498 (1-6) Internship: Community
The Gender and Women’s Studies internship provides students with the op�
SRUWXQLW\�WR�JDLQ�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWKLQ�DQ�RQ�FDPSXV��RII�FDPSXV�SULYDWH��SXEOLF�
or community organization.  This internship provides a means for pursuing an 
LQWHUHVW�LQ�D�¿HOG�RI�ZRUN��RU�ZLWKLQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��JDLQLQJ�ZRUN�DQG�
or activist experience and practical skills; making appropriate contacts which 
might be useful in establishing a future career. 

General enGineerinGGender and Women’s studies


