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The mission of the Department of Mass Media is to foster the public good by ad�
vancing socially responsible mass media through education, research and service. 
The department strives to prepare students for careers as ethical and responsible 
public communicators, innovative creators of media texts, and competent profes�
VLRQDOV�LQ�VXFK�¿HOGV�DV�QHZV��SXEOLF�UHODWLRQV��DQG�RWKHU�PHGLD�UHODWHG�¿HOGV�

Admission to Major is granted by the department. Contact the department for 
application procedures.

3UR¿FLHQF\�LQ�(QJOLVK�JUDPPDU��VSHOOLQJ��FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�NH\ERDUGLQJ�LV�HV�
sential for admission to the major.  A diagnostic test in English usage is required 
to determine student’s preparation for the major. The department requires that 
VWXGHQWV�FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�D�FXPXODWLYH�*3$�RI�����RU�EHWWHU�WKHVH�FRXUVHV��RU�WKHLU�
HTXLYDOHQWV���(1*�����DQG�0$66������2YHUDOO�*3$�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
in determining admission status.  Students not meeting minimum requirements 
may petition the faculty in writing to seek admission. 

No student entering the Mass Media program may take courses beyond MASS 
�����0$66�����	�0$66�����XQOHVV�KH�VKH�KDV�PHW�WKH�VWDWHG�UHTXLUHPHQWV��
Students seeking entry into the department’s major must present evidence of 
WKHLU�VDWLVIDFWRU\�IXO¿OOPHQW�RI�WKHVH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

In preparation for undertaking a major in Mass Media, students should consider 
WDNLQJ�WKHVH�FRXUVHV��RU�WKHLU�HTXLYDOHQWV���(&21������*(2*������(7+1������
32/������36<&������62&�����DQG�62&�����

32/,&,(6�,1)250$7,21

GPA Policy.�0DMRUV�PXVW�HDUQ�D�FXPXODWLYH�*3$�RI�����RU�EHWWHU�LQ�DOO�PDVV�
PHGLD�FRXUVHZRUN��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�����RYHUDOO�*3$�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
for graduation. Refer to the College regarding required advising for students on 
academic probation.

P/N Grading Policy.  Mass Media majors are required to take department courses 
IRU�D�OHWWHU�JUDGH��H[FHSW�IRU�0$66������ZKLFK�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�3�1�

Transferring into Mass Media. Students considering transferring into the mass 
media program at Minnesota State Mankato need to be aware of department 
admission requirements, including prerequisite courses, GPA and diagnostic 
examination. They should contact the department as early as possible for infor�
PDWLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�DVVXUH�D�VPRRWK�WUDQVIHU��)DLOXUH�WR�SODQ�DKHDG�PD\�GHOD\�RU�
preclude admission to the program.
 
Transfer Credit. The department accepts no more than 13 credits from other 
colleges and universities as transfer credits to be applied toward the major. They 
must be taken in courses that match or are the equivalent of courses that are either 
offered by the department or allowed by it for elective credit.

Internships. 2SSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�PDVV�PHGLD�LQWHUQVKLSV�H[LVW�RQ�DQG�RII�FDPSXV�
for junior and senior majors who want to work in professional settings. The 
internship must be done under professional supervision and is taken only after 
WKH�VWXGHQW�KDV�����FRPSOHWHG�DOO�SUHUHTXLVLWH�FRXUVHV������VXEPLWWHG�D�GHSDUWPHQW�
internship contract signed by the student, the student’s internship supervisor and 
the department chair.
Filing a Program. By the end of the sophomore year the student, through in�
GLYLGXDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�GHSDUWPHQW�DGYLVHU��VKRXOG�FRPSOHWH�DQG�¿OH�ZLWK�
the department a proposed program. 

The department recommends that students develop programs of study that are 
complementary to their major in mass media. Students interested in news writing 
are encouraged to minor in courses in liberal arts, such as art, English, literature, 
modern language, history, humanities, philosophy or political science. Students 
interested in public relations are encouraged to minor in courses in business 
administration, art, communication studies, marketing, English, psychology, 
or sociology.

Communication Facilities. In addition to fully equipped modern computerized 
FODVVURRPV��WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�0DVV�0HGLD�KDV�DFFHVV�WR�D�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�RQ�
campus facilities that provide students practical experience. Students majoring in 
PDVV�PHGLD�PD\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�SURGXFLQJ�D�VWXGHQW�RULHQWHG�FDPSXV�QHZVSDSHU��
The Reporter��DQG�SURJUDPPLQJ�IRU�.068�)0�UDGLR��

Counseling and Guidance. The key to the department’s selective approach 
to mass media education is its counseling and guidance program. Students are 
encouraged to choose a department adviser. Working closely with this faculty 
person, students develop academic programs that relate to their needs, interests 
and career aspirations.

MASS MEDIA BA

Required General Education
(1*� ���� &RPSRVLWLRQ����
0$66� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�0DVV�0HGLD����
32/� ���� 8QLWHG�6WDWHV�*RYHUQPHQW����

Major Common Core
0$66� ���� %DVLF�:ULWLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�/DZ����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�(WKLFV�DQG�&ULWLFLVP����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�,QWHUQVKLS����

Major Restricted Electives
$OO�0DVV�0HGLD�PDMRUV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�¿YH�
FRXUVHV����RU�PRUH�FUHGLWV���0DMRUV�PD\�WDNH�0$66�����DQG�0$66�����FRQ�
FXUUHQWO\�ZLWK��EXW�QRW�EHIRUH��0$66������0$66�����KDV�QR�SUHUHTXLVLWHV��
0$66� ���� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�3ULQFLSOHV����
0$66� ���� 3ULQFLSOHV�RI�9LVXDO�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 0HGLD�5HSRUWLQJ�DQG�(GLWLQJ����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�IRU�2QOLQH�0XOWLPHGLD����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�5HVHDUFK����
Writing Intensive
�&KRRVH���FUHGLWV�
2QH�RI�WKH�0DMRU�5HVWULFWHG�(OHFWLYHV�PXVW�DOVR�EH�D�ZULWLQJ�FRXUVH��&KRRVH�
one from the following: 
0$66� ���� 0HGLD�5HSRUWLQJ�DQG�(GLWLQJ����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�IRU�2QOLQH�0XOWLPHGLD����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�DQG�6SHDNLQJ�IRU�%URDGFDVW����
0$66� ���� )UHHODQFLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�:ULWLQJ����
0$66� ���� 6SHFLDOL]HG�:ULWLQJ����

Major Unrestricted Electives
All majors must choose additional courses from the following courses to reach 
DW�OHDVW����FUHGLWV�LQ�WKH�PDMRU��0$66�����KDV�QR�SUHUHTXLVLWHV��
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�DQG�&KLOGUHQ����
0$66� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV�LQ�0DVV�0HGLD������
0$66� ���� 'LJLWDO�,PDJLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 'LJLWDO�'HVLJQ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�+LVWRU\����
0$66� ���� 6WUDWHJLF�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�&DVH�6WXGLHV����
0$66� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\�LQ�0DVV�0HGLD�������   

Other Graduation Requirements: 
Required for Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree ONLY:�/DQJXDJH����FUHGLWV�
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MASS MEDIA BS

Required General Education
(1*� ���� &RPSRVLWLRQ����
0$66� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�0DVV�0HGLD����
32/� ���� 8QLWHG�6WDWHV�*RYHUQPHQW����

Major Common Core
0$66� ���� %DVLF�0HGLD�:ULWLQJ����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�/DZ����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�(WKLFV�DQG�&ULWLFLVP����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�,QWHUQVKLS����

Major Restricted Electives
$OO�0DVV�0HGLD�PDMRUV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�¿YH�FRXUVHV�
���RU�PRUH� FUHGLWV���0DMRUV�PD\� WDNH�0$66�����FRQFXUUHQWO\�ZLWK�� EXW� QRW�
EHIRUH��0$66������0$66�����KDV�QR�SUHUHTXLVLWHV��
0$66� ���� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�3ULQFLSOHV����
0$66� ���� 3ULQFLSOHV�RI�9LVXDO�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 0HGLD�5HSRUWLQJ�DQG�(GLWLQJ����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�IRU�2QOLQH�0XOWLPHGLD����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�5HVHDUFK����
Writing Intensive
�&KRRVH���FUHGLWV�
2QH�RI�WKH�0DMRU�5HVWULFWHG�(OHFWLYHV�PXVW�EH�D�ZULWLQJ�FRXUVH��&KRRVH�IURP�
the following: 
0$66� ���� 0HGLD�5HSRUWLQJ�DQG�(GLWLQJ����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�IRU�2QOLQH�0XOWLPHGLD����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�DQG�6SHDNLQJ�IRU�%URDGFDVW����
0$66� ���� )UHHODQFLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�:ULWLQJ����
0$66� ���� 6SHFLDOL]HG�:ULWLQJ����

Major Unrestricted Electives
All majors must choose additional courses from the following courses to reach 
DW�OHDVW����FUHGLWV�LQ�WKH�PDMRU��0$66�����KDV�QR�SUHUHTXLVLWHV��
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�DQG�&KLOGUHQ����
0$66� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV�LQ�0DVV�0HGLD������
0$66� ���� 'LJLWDO�,PDJLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 'LJLWDO�'HVLJQ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�+LVWRU\����
0$66� ���� 6WUDWHJLF�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�&DVH�6WXGLHV����
0$66� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\�LQ�0DVV�0HGLD������

Required Minor: Yes.  Any.

MASS MEDIA MINOR
The mass media minor is for students who are interested in building skills in 
writing and media production in conjunction with their chosen majors. Students 
completing the minor will gain a solid understanding of the production and evalu�
ation of media messages, ethics and law, and they will also gain skills needed 
to create media messages in a variety of formats suitable for numerous careers.

3UHUHTXLVLWHV��6WXGHQWV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�DQG�KDYH�D�����*3$� LQ�(1*�����DQG�
0$66�����DQG�PXVW�WDNH�WKH�GLDJQRVWLF�H[DP�SULRU�WR�HQWHULQJ�0$66�����

Minor Core
(1*� ���� &RPSRVLWLRQ����
0$66� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� %DVLF�:ULWLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�/DZ����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�(WKLFV�DQG�&ULWLFLVP����

Minor Elective
�&KRRVH���FUHGLWV��
0$66� ���� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�3ULQFLSOHV����
0$66� ���� 3ULQFLSOHV�RI�9LVXDO�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 6HOHFWHG�7RSLFV�LQ�0DVV�0HGLD������

0$66� ���� 0HGLD�5HSRUWLQJ�DQG�(GLWLQJ����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�IRU�2QOLQH�0XOWLPHGLD����
0$66� ���� :ULWLQJ�	�6SHDNLQJ�IRU�%URDGFDVW����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�5HVHDUFK����
0$66� ���� 'LJLWDO�,PDJLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 'LJLWDO�'HVLJQ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� &37��&R�2SHUDWLYH�([SHULHQFH����
0$66� ���� 0DVV�0HGLD�+LVWRU\����
0$66� ���� )UHHODQFLQJ�IRU�0DVV�0HGLD����
0$66� ���� 3XEOLF�5HODWLRQV�:ULWLQJ����
0$66� ���� 6SHFLDOL]HG�:ULWLQJ����
0$66� ���� 6WUDWHJLF�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�&DVH�6WXGLHV����
0$66� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\�LQ�0DVV�0HGLD������

&2856(�'(6&5,37,216

MASS 110 (4) Introduction to Mass Media
Nature, functions, responsibilities and effects of the media in contemporary 
society.
*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���3XUSOH
 
MASS 112 (2) Mass Media and Children
Course will examine the role of mass media in children’s lives. Media will be 
H[DPLQHG�DV�HGXFDWRU��LPDJH�PDNHU��HQWHUWDLQHU�DQG�PHVVHQJHU�RI�YLROHQFH�
Summer

MASS 221 (4) Basic Writing for Mass Media
Basic techniques of gathering information and writing readable and accurate 
media stories.
3UH��(1*������0$66������
)DOO��6SULQJ

MASS 233 (4) Public Relations Principles
6XUYH\�RI�FXUUHQW�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�SUREOHPV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�SXEOLF�UHODWLRQV��(PSKD�
sizes successful case histories and planning techniques.
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 260 (4) Principles of Visual Mass Media
Exploration of the basic principles of visual media design, stressing the sig�
QL¿FDQFH�RI�LPDJHV�LQ�D�PDVV�PHGLD�VRFLHW\��6SHFLDO�IRFXV�RQ�FRQWH[WXDOL]LQJ�
historical and technological changes affecting image production for mass media.
9DULDEOH
*(����*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUH���3XUSOH

MASS 290 (1-3) Selected Topics in Mass Media
Selected topics in mass media
3UH��0$66�����RU�FRQVHQW��
9DULDEOH

MASS 312 (4) Mass Media Law
3ULQFLSOHV� RI� WKH�)LUVW�$PHQGPHQW�� OLEHO�� IDLU� WULDO�� SULYDF\�� DFFHVV� WR� QHZV��
pornography and regulation of radio and television.
3UH��0$66������32/�����
)DOO��6SULQJ

MASS 325 (4) Media Reporting and Editing
Discussion of and practice in reporting about public affairs and social issues, plus  
examination of copy editing and headline writing for traditional and new media.
9DULDEOH
3UH��0$66����

MASS 330 (4) Writing for Online Multimedia
Reporting, writing and packaging news for online audiences with an emphasis on 
PXOWLPHGLD�SODWIRUPV��LQFOXGHV�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�QHZV�VLWHV�DQG�FULWLFDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�
of best practices, and economic, ethical and legal issues.

Mass Media
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3UH��0$66����
9DULDEOH

MASS 334 (4) Writing & Speaking for Broadcast
Planning, writing and delivering of broadcast news.
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 340 (4) Mass Media Research
This course introduces students to the concepts, approaches and tools for gather�
ing and analyzing information in mass media research. Students will become 
acquainted with and effectively use the terminology and concepts used in mass 
media research.
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 351 (4) Digital Imaging for Mass Media
Instruction in the fundamental concepts, terminology, techniques and applications 
of digital imaging in mass media. Development of the basic skills necessary to 
design, create, manage and distribute photographic and video digital images in 
mass media communication. Students must provide own camera equipment.
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 360 (4) Digital Design for Mass Media
Practicum in typography, design, layout and production processes, including job 
budgeting and estimating, for newspapers, magazines, newsletters, brochures, 
posters, annual reports, direct mail and related print materials used public rela�
tions and journalism.  Emphasis on graphic design software.
3UH��0$66�������

MASS 398 (0) CPT: CO-Operative Experience
&XUULFXODU�3UDFWLFDO�7UDLQLQJ��&R�2SHUDWLYH�([SHULHQFH�LV�D�]HUR�FUHGLW�IXOO�WLPH�
practical training experience for one summer and an adjacent fall or spring term. 
6SHFLDO�UXOHV�DSSO\�WR�SUHVHUYH�IXOO�WLPH�VWXGHQW�VWDWXV��3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�DQ�DGYLVRU�
in your program for complete information.
3UH��0$66������$W�OHDVW����FUHGLWV�HDUQHG��LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ��LQVWUXFWRU�SHUPLV�
VLRQ��FR�RS�FRQWUDFW��RWKHU�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�PD\�DOVR�DSSO\�
)DOO��6SULQJ��6XPPHU

MASS 411 (4) Mass Media Ethics and Criticism
Study, analysis and criticism of the mass media, their ethics and performance.
3UH��0$66�����
)DOO��6SULQJ

MASS 412 (4) Mass Media History
Survey of the social, cultural, intellectual and technological development of 
advertising, public relations and print, broadcast and electronic journalism in 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
3UH��0$66������

MASS 431 (4) Freelancing for Mass Media
0DUNHWLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�RI�QRQ�¿FWLRQ�DUWLFOHV�IRU�FRQWHPSRUDU\�SULQW�DQG�HOHF�
tronic magazines.
3UH��0$66������

MASS 434 (4) Public Relations Writing
Practical skill in the development of public relations writing including news 
releases, brochures, PSA’s, pitch letters, annual reports.
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 436 (4) Specialized Writing
Techniques and practicum in writing of features, reviews, editorials, opinion 
FROXPQV�DQG�RWKHU�VSHFLDOL]HG�¿HOGV�IRU�SULQW�DQG�HOHFWURQLF�PHGLD�
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 450 (4) Strategic Communications Case Studies
Exploration of historic and contemporary examples of strategic public relations 
successes and failures. Analysis of public relations practices related to these 
cases, including planning, communication, evaluation exercises and manage�
ment responsibilities.
3UH��0$66������
9DULDEOH

MASS 498 (4) Mass Media Internship
Practical mass media experience in a professional setting.  
3UH�0$66������0$66������DQG�0$66������SOXV�WZR�DGGLWLRQDO���������
OHYHO�0$66�FRXUVHV��RQH�RI�ZKLFK�PXVW�EH�0$66������0$66������0$66�
�����0$66������0$66�����RU�0$66����
)DOO��6SULQJ

MASS 499 (1-2) Individual Study in Mass Media
Directed research on a mass media topic chosen by the student.
3UH��0$66������
)DOO��6SULQJ

Mass Media


