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Aging Studies (Previously Gerontology)
College of Social & Behavioral Sciences
Aging Studies Program
����$UPVWURQJ�+DOO���������������
Website: sbs.mnsu.edu/gerontology

Donald Ebel, Director

Faculty: Michael Bentley (Biological Sciences); Donald Ebel (Sociology); Kath�
ryn Elliott (Anthropology);  Jeffrey Buchanan (Psychology); Norma Krumwiede 
(Nursing); Andrea Lassiter (Psychology); Judith Luebke (Health Science); Leah 
Rogne (Sociology);  Mary Frances Visser (Human Performance); Mark Wind�
schitl (Health Science); Jim Wise (Recreation, Parks and Leisure Services); Diane 
Witt (Nursing), Catharina Fritz (Sociology); Nadaragan Sethuraju (Corrections)

The study of aging has from its founding included the biological, psychological 
and social perspectives. The Minor in Aging Studies provides undergraduate 
students with the opportunity to explore these varied perspectives while gaining 
foundational knowledge of aging. Within the next two decades, elders over the 
DJH�RI����ZLOO�PDNH�XS�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�
aging processes and issues will support work in any discipline which makes the 
0LQRU�LQ�$JLQJ�6WXGLHV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�DGGLWLRQ�WR�DQ\�PDMRU��7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�LV�
a member of the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education.

POLICIES/INFORMATION

All Gerontology students must register with the Gerontology Program director 
at the beginning of their program.

GPA Policy. *HURQWRORJ\�PLQRUV�DUH�XUJHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�����RU�EHWWHU�*3$�WR�
maximize their options for professional employment and graduate study.

P/N Grading Policy. All coursework for the minor, with the exception of the 
internship and the practicum, must be taken for a letter grade.

AGING STUDIES MINOR

The study of aging has from its founding included the biological, psychological 
and social perspectives. The Minor in Aging Studies provides undergraduate 
students with the opportunity to explore these varied perspectives while gaining 
foundational knowledge of aging. Within the next two decades, elders over the 
DJH�RI����ZLOO�PDNH�XS�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�
aging processes and issues will support work in any discipline which makes the 
0LQRU�LQ�$JLQJ�6WXGLHV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�DGGLWLRQ�WR�DQ\�PDMRU��7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�LV�
a member of the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education.

Core (Choose 3 credits) 
*(52� ���� $JLQJ��,QWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�3HUVSHFWLYHV����

Health Core (Choose 3 credits) 
$17+� ���:� +HDOWK��&XOWXUH�DQG�'LVHDVH����
%,2/� ���� %LRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ�DQG�&KURQLF�'LVHDVHV����
+/7+� ���� +HDOWK�DQG�$JLQJ����

Social and Behavioral Science Core �&KRRVH���FUHGLWV��
$17+� ���:� $QWKURSRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ����
36<&� ���� 3V\FKRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ����
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ����
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�'HDWK����
62:.� ���� 6RFLDO�:RUN�DQG�$JLQJ����

Required Internship (Choose 3 credits) 
*(52� ���� ,QWHUQVKLS������
*(52� ���� 3UDFWLFXP��1XUVLQJ�+RPH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ������

Elective
3OHDVH�QRWH�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�PD\�QRW�WDNH�ERWK�62&������6RFLRORJ\�RI�'HDWK�DQG�
HLTH 441: Death Education for credit toward this Minor. 

Elective Credits��&KRRVH���FUHGLWV��
)&6� ���� &RPPXQLW\�5HVRXUFHV�DQG�)DPLO\�6XSSRUW����
*(52� ���� ,QQRYDWLRQV�LQ�$JLQJ�3ROLF\����
*(52� ���� 1XUVLQJ�+RPH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ����
*(52� ���� 7RSLFV�LQ�*HURQWRORJ\������
*(52� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\�LQ�*HURQWRORJ\������
HLTH 441 Death Education (3)
53/6� ���� /HLVXUH�DQG�2OGHU�$GXOWV����

AGING STUDIES MINOR FOR NURSING STUDENTS
The Minor in Aging Studies for Nursing Students provides undergraduate nursing 
students with the opportunity to explore the biological, psychological and social 
SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�DJLQJ�ZKLOH�HQKDQFLQJ�WKHLU�VSHFL¿F�NQRZOHGJH�RI�QXUVLQJ�LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�ROGHU�SHUVRQV��:LWKLQ�WKH�QH[W�WZR�GHFDGHV�HOGHUV�RYHU�WKH�DJH�RI����
ZLOO�FRPSULVH�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�OHDGLQJ�WR�D�VKRUWDJH�
of over one million nurses to serve the aging population, making this minor 
SDUWLFXODUO\�EHQH¿FLDO�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKLV�FDUHHU�FKRLFH�IRU�QXUVLQJ�VWXGHQWV��7KH�
8QLYHUVLW\�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�*HURQWRORJ\�LQ�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�

POLICIES/INFORMATION

All Gerontology students must register with the Gerontology Program director 
at the beginning of their program.

GPA Policy.�*HURQWRORJ\�PLQRUV�DUH�XUJHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�����RU�EHWWHU�*3$�WR�
maximize their options for professional employment and graduate study.

P/N Grading Policy. All coursework for the minor, with the exception of the 
internship and practicum, must be taken for a letter grade.

Note: These policies are related to the Gerontology Program only. Students 
choosing to minor in Gerontology must still adhere to any and all policies set 
forward by the School of Nursing. Students are advised to meet with their Nursing 
advisor prior to registering for the minor with the Gerontology Program director.

Core
Gerontology and Nursing Core �&KRRVH���FUHGLWV��
*(52� ���� $JLQJ��,QWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�3HUVSHFWLYHV����
1856� ���� *HURQWRORJLFDO�1XUVLQJ����
Social and Behavioral Science Core �&KRRVH���FUHGLWV��
$17+� ���:� $QWKURSRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ����
36<&� ���� 3V\FKRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ����
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ����
62:.� ���� 6RFLDO�:RUN�DQG�$JLQJ����
End of Life Core (Choose 3 credits)
Both courses may not be taken for credit counting toward the Minor 
HLTH 441 Death Education (3)
62&� ���� 6RFLRORJ\�RI�'HDWK����
Required Internship (Choose 3 credits) 
1856� ���� *HURQWRORJLFDO�&OLQLFDO����

Elective
(Choose 3 credits)
Elective courses may be chosen from the following list or from the Social and 
Behavioral Science core that they have not already taken for credit to satisfy that 
core requirement 
)&6� ���� 5HVLGHQWLDO�0DQDJHPHQW�IRU�)DPLOLHV�DQG�6SHFLDO�1HHGV
  People (3)
*(52� ���� ,QQRYDWLRQV�LQ�$JLQJ�3ROLF\����
*(52� ���� 1XUVLQJ�+RPH�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ����
*(52� ���� 7RSLFV�LQ�*HURQWRORJ\������
*(52� ���� ,QGLYLGXDO�6WXG\�LQ�*HURQWRORJ\������
53/6� ���� /HLVXUH�DQG�2OGHU�$GXOWV����
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Minnesota State Mankato’s Nursing Home Administration Track for Licen-
sure in the State of Minnesota. A license is required to administer a nursing 
KRPH�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH����VWDWHV�

In order to complete all academic course work for licensure, students must 
complete one class from each subpart (of which there are eight) and a practicum. 
3URJUDP�FRQVLVWV�RI�������FUHGLWV�
�� 6XESDUW�����2UJDQL]DWLRQDO�0DQDJHPHQW��+/7+������+HDOWK�&DUH�$GPLQ�
LVWUDWLRQ�RU�0*07������3ULQFLSOHV�RI�0DQDJHPHQW

�� 6XESDUW�����0DQDJHULDO�$FFRXQWLQJ��$&&7������0DQDJHULDO�$FFRXQWLQJ
�� 6XESDUW�����*HURQWRORJ\��*(52�������$JLQJ��,QWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�3HUVSHFWLYHV�
RU�62&�������62&������6RFLRORJ\�RI�$JLQJ

�� 6XESDUW�����+HDOWK�&DUH�DQG�0HGLFDO�1HHGV��+/7+�������+/7+������+HDOWK�
DQG�$JLQJ�RU�1856������*HURQWRORJLFDO�1XUVLQJ

�� 6XESDUW� �� ��1XUVLQJ� )DFLOLW\� 6HUYLFHV�� 3URJUDPV� DQG� ,VVXHV�� 6XESDUW�
�� ��5HJXODWRU\�0DQDJHPHQW��*(52����� ��*(52������1XUVLQJ�+RPH�
Administration

�� 6XESDUW� �� ��+XPDQ�5HVRXUFHV��32/����� �� 32/������3XEOLF�3HUVRQQHO�
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RU�0*07������+XPDQ�5HVRXUFH�0DQDJHPHQW�RU�

� 32/������6HPLQDU��+XPDQ�5HVRXUFH�0DQDJHPHQW
�� 6XESDUW�����,QIRUPDWLRQ�8VHV��0*07������,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�0,6
�� 3UDFWLFXP��*(52�������*(52������3UDFWLFXP��1XUVLQJ�+RPH�$GPLQLVWUD�

tion

&2856(�'(6&5,37,216

GERO 200 (4) Family Dynamics of Aging
Introduction to human aging. Overview of social, psychological, and physical 
changes and social policy considerations.
Fall, Spring
*(��
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���3XUSOH

GERO 200W (4) Family Dynamics of Aging
This course will answer the question “Why should I care about getting old when 
I am young?” through an exploration of the life course perspective, service learn�
LQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�ZULWWHQ�UHÀHFWLRQ�DQG�H[SORUDWLRQ�
WI
'LYHUVH�&XOWXUHV���*ROG

GERO 398 (0) CPT: Co-Operative Experience
&XUULFXODU�3UDFWLFDO�7UDLQLQJ��&R�2SHUDWLYH�([SHULHQFH�LV�D�]HUR�FUHGLW�IXOO�WLPH�
practical training experience for one summer and on adjacent fall or spring term. 
6SHFLDO�UXOHV�DSSO\�WR�SUHVHUYH�IXOO�WLPH�VWXGHQW�VWDWXV��3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�DQ�DGYLVRU�
in your program for complete information.
3UH��$W�OHDVW����FUHGLWV�HDUQHG��LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ��LQVWUXFWRU�SHUPLVVLRQ��FR�RS�
contract; other prerequisites may also apply.
Fall, Spring, Summer

GERO 450 (3) Innovations in Aging Policy
Engaging with the practice of policy development, understanding critical poli�
cies impacting the experience of aging, and learning how to become a policy 
entrepreneur will be the focus for this course. The course will also explore in�
novations in aging policy globally.
Spring
GERO 480 (3) Nursing Home Administration
Issues and trends, programs and services, funding mechanisms and regulations. 
0HHWV�VWDWH�HGXFDWLRQDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�VSHFL¿F��FRQWHQW�DUHDV�
Spring

GERO 485 (1-3) Topics in Gerontology
Topics vary as announced in class schedule. May be retaken for credit if topic 
is different.

GERO 491 (1-6) In-Service

GERO 497 (1-6) Internship
Pre: Consent  
Fall, Spring

GERO 498 (1-6) Practicum: Nursing Home Administration
For students following plan of study for nursing home administration licensure 
only.
Pre: by application and Consent only  
Fall, Spring

GERO 499 (1-4) Individual Study in Gerontology
The School and community health programs prepare health professionals with 
expertise in health promotion and disease prevention for employment in public 
health and community health agencies, health care facilities, business, industry 
and schools.


