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Post Secondary Enrollment Option 
(PSEO) Ad mis sion

Participation Guidelines
1. P.S.E.O. students admitted to Minnesota State Mankato have the rights and 

responsibilities of University students. 
2. In accordance with MnSCU policy 3.5, high school juniors ranking in the top 

33% of their class or a score at or above the 70th percentile on a nationally 
standardized norm-referenced test, and seniors ranking in the top 50% of their 
class or a score at or above the 50th percentile on a nationally standardized, 
norm-referenced test will be considered for the program. Students from high 
schools/alternative schools/home schools that do not have class rank are 
required to take the ACT and score 23+ for juniors and 21+ for seniors or 
the SAT and score 1030+ for juniors and 990+ for seniors (critical reading 
and math sections only). However, the university reserves the right to restrict 
enrollment in any given year to insure resources are available for regularly 
admitted students.   PSEO students are not allowed to receive special “Per-
mission to Register” from faculty or departments. These admission standards 
shall apply to all Minnesota State Mankato courses. Application deadlines for 
program participation are Fall Semester: the preceding July 15 and Spring 
Semester: the preceding December 15.

3. PSEO students must obtain and submit to Minnesota State Mankato a signed 
Notice of Student Registration form for each semester they intend to enroll. 
This form is provided by the Minnesota Department of Education (http://
children.state.mn.us). Forms may also be obtained from most high school 
counseling offi ces.  

4. The university reserves the right to restrict the number of PSEO students 
enrolled in individual courses. 

5. The university does not allow PSEO enrollment in summer session classes.
6. In situations where a calculated high school rank cannot be provided other fac-

tors will be considered in admission.  These factors may include standarized 
test score, recommendations from high school counselors or other information 
acceptable to the Minnesota State Mankato Admissions Offi ce.

7. Residence Hall rooms are not available to PSEO students at Minnesota State 
Mankato.

8. PSEO students who require a sign language interpreter and/or textbooks in 
alternative format may contact the Minnesota State Mankato Director of 
Disability Services to arrange registration early enough to obtain needed 
services. 

Academic Standards for PSEO Students
1. All students in the PSEO program will be expected to maintain a cumula-

tive grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 (“C”) or better and maintain a course 
completion rate of 67% or higher. All courses must be taken for a letter grade. 
If a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better and/or completion rate of 67% or higher 
is not maintained, students will be dropped from the program. They will not 
be allowed to appeal this or re-enroll in the PSEO program.  In such cases, 
both the student and participating high school contact person will be notifi ed 
in writing. 

2. The PSEO program reimburses a maximum of 18 credit hours per semes-
ter. 

3. PSEO students may not enroll in courses that have additional course related 
costs or special fees beyond the regular student fees paid per credit.  Examples 
of this include but are not limited to music lessons, computer rental, fl ight labs, 
international/study abroad classes, classes involving out of state travel. 

4. All textbooks purchased through the PSEO program are the property of 
Minnesota State Mankato and must be returned to the Barnes and Noble 
Bookstore at Minnesota State Mankato upon completion of the course or 
immediately if a course is dropped or the student withdraws from Minnesota 
State Mankato.

5. University level credits earned to meet high school graduation requirements 
are accepted as university credits at Minnesota State Mankato, but other 
institutions may not consider them to qualify as college/university credit. 
PSEO students interested in attending other colleges or universities should 
check with other institutions regarding acceptance of PSEO credits.

6. Advising regarding the use of university level credits to meet high school 
graduation requirements must be done by the high school counselor. 

7. All courses taken by PSEO students must be approved for Post Secondary 
Education Options students at the 100 and 200 levels.  PSEO students are 
not allowed to register for courses numbered below 100, arranged courses 

ADMISSION TO 
MINESOTA STATE MANKATO

Offi ce of Admissions
Minnesota State Mankato

 122 Taylor Center, Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-389-1822, Toll Free: 800-722-0544

Fax: 507-389-1511 (inquiries only)

NOTE: Minnesota State Mankato’s ad mis sions policies, including applica-
tion deadlines, are currenlty in effect as of August 27, 2007. 

Minnesota State Mankato is committed to providing opportunity for everyone 
who desires and is prepared to continue educational growth.  Past per for mance 
by Minnesota State Mankato students indicates that adequate prep a ra tion 
prior to entry into the uni ver si ty is of con sid er able im por tance.  Consequently, 
admission requirements have been established to emphasize the need for such 
preparation prior to ad mis sion.

High School Admission
Applicants for both day or evening on-campus classes who are grad u ates of 
ac cred it ed high schools (or who hold a GED cer tifi   cate with ac cept able scores) 
with no prior col lege work will be con sid ered for ad mis sion to Minnesota State 
Mankato on the basis of high school rank, ACT or equivalent score and high 
school prep a ra tion re quire ments.  Ap pli cants at or above the 50th per cen tile in 
class rank or with an ACT or equivalent score at or above the 50th percentile 
with a sat is fac to ry class rank and high school preparation re quire ment com-
 pli ance will be ad mit ted.

High School Preparation Requirements
 4 years of English (including composition and literature); 3 years of math 
(2 years of algebra and 1 year of geometry); 3 years of science (including 
1 year each of a biological and a physical science – each with signifi cant 
lab experience); 3 years of social studies (including 1 year each of U.S. 
his to ry and geography); 2 years of a single world language and 1 year of 
world culture or an arts elective.

Applicants who do not meet the above admission re quire ments will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. The re view will include an evaluation of strength of 
col lege prep a ra tion work, grade point average, prob a bil i ty of suc cess, ac a dem ic 
progression as well as class rank and ACT or equivalent test scores.  High school 
applicants are ex pect ed to have their ACT or equivalent results sent directly from 
the testing agency. Additional in for ma tion may be requested prior to making 
an admission de ci sion.

Applicants who have been out of high school three or more years without 
at tend ing any college, university or technical school, will generally be admit-
ted upon ap pli ca tion and providing evidence of high school graduation or the 
equivalent (GED).

High School Application Procedure
1.  Complete the Minnesota State Mankato application form.  Forms can 

be obtained from your high school or the Offi ce of Admissions or via 
the admissions web site.  

2. Have the high school send a copy of your high school academic re-
cord, including coursework, grades and class rank, to the Offi ce of 
Ad mis sions.

3. ACT or equivalent test is required and score reports should be sent to 
the Offi ce of Admissions from the testing agency.

4. A $20 non-refundable application processing fee is required, but may 
be waived if proof of fi nancial hardship is provided.

Application Deadlines. Applications are re viewed on a rolling basis, but 
to expedite processing, it is recommended that applications be received 
45 days before a semester begins. Applications for ad mis sion will not be 
considered complete until all re quired materials and processing fees are 
re ceived in the Admissions offi ce.  Materials sub mit ted to the Offi ce of 
Admissions be come the prop er ty of Minnesota State Mankato and will 
not be re turned. Applications must be completed fi ve (5) working days 
prior to the start of classes to be considered.
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and courses offered at the 300 and 400 level.
8. Credit by Exam or College Level Examination Program (CLEP) and arranged 

courses are not allowed to be taken for credit by PSEO students.

Transfer Admission
Transfer applicants with a minimum of 24 semester (36 quarter) college level 
credit hours, from regionally accredited colleges or universities, having com-
 plet ed at least 67 per cent of credits attempted with a cu mu la tive grade-point 
av er age of 2.00 (A=4.0), will gen er al ly be ad mit ted to Minnesota State Mankato 
with ad vanced stand ing.

Transfer applicants who have NOT completed 24 se mes ter (36 quarter) college 
level credit hours must meet the high school graduate admission requirements 
de scribed pre vi ous ly and must have achieved a cu mu la tive grade-point average 
of 2.00 and a 67 percent com ple tion rate on college-level credit. 

Transfer applicants from colleges and universities NOT regionally accredited 
may be considered for admission on an individual basis. Admission if granted, 
will not necessarily be with advanced standing.

Transfer applicants under academic or disciplinary sus pen sion or dishonorably 
dismissed from previous in sti tu tions or who are unable to obtain offi cial tran-
 scripts will not be considered for admission.

All transcripts of courses taken from all post-secondary institutions must be sent 
to the Offi ce of Admissions.

Application Deadlines
Applications are re viewed on a rolling basis, but to expedite processing, it 
is recommended that applications be received 45 days before a semester 
begins. Applications for ad mis sion will not be considered complete until all 
re quired materials and processing fees are re ceived in the Admissions of-
fi ce.  Materials sub mit ted to the Offi ce of Admissions be come the prop er ty 
of Minnesota State Mankato and will not be re turned. Applications must be 
completed fi ve (5) working days prior to the start of classes to be considered.

International Student Admission
Applicants who are not permanent residents or citizens of the United States must 
meet the equivalent of the minimum undergraduate academic re quire ments for 
high school graduates and transfer applicants as previously outlined. 

International Student Application Procedure
1.  Complete an international student application document (which includes 

the application form, a fi nancial statement, and an international student 
agree ment). International students transferring from another U.S. in sti tu tion 
must also com plete the “International Student Advisor Form” page of the 
ap pli ca tion document. The international application document is avail able 
for down load from the Ad mis sions web site or by request from the Offi ce 
of Ad mis sions. 

2.  Provide recent bank statements to substantiate the availability of fi nancial 
re sourc es which were listed on the fi nancial statement pages of the ap pli -
ca tion doc u ment. 

3.  Submit offi cial or attested copies of transcripts or credentials from each 
U.S. and international secondary and post-secondary institution attended. 
Of fi  cial tran scripts for any U.S. institutions attended must be forwarded to 
the Offi ce of Admissions DIRECTLY by those institutions. Also, although 
not re quired prior to ad mis sion, in order to have any international univer-
sity credits potentially apply toward a degree program at Minnesota State 
Mankato, these prior credits must be evaluated by an outside professional 
credit evaluation agen cy recognized by NACES and CSET specifi cally 
allows only ECE.

4.  Demonstrate English proficiency by providing ONE OF THE FOL-
 LOW ING: TOEFL score report of at least 500 (paper version) or 173 
(computer version) or 61 (iBT version) OR completion of Level 109 
from an English Language School (ELS) OR Michigan Test (MELAB) 
minimum score of 80 OR an IELTS Band Score of 5.5 or higher OR suc-
cessful completion of non-ESL En glish Composition I with a grade of C or 
better at another U.S. institution. Minnesota State Mankato will not waive 
the English profi ciency re quire ment for any student from a non-English 
speaking country. In ad di tion, local placement testing will be required 

(as determined by the International Center) for admitted students prior to 
reg is ter ing for classes. 

5. Submit a one-page statement in English summarizing applicant’s life, 
ed u ca tion, and reasons for seeking an education at Minnesota State 
Mankato.

6. Submit a $20 non-refundable, non-waivable application processing fee.

Application Deadlines
Application items listed in the Application Pro ce dure should be received by 
specifi c deadlines.

For students not already studying in the U.S. and applying from another country, 
the priority deadlines are:
 April 1 for the August term
 September 1 for the January term

For students who ARE studying at a U.S. high school, college, university, or a 
U.S. ELS, the priority deadlines are:
 June 1 for the August term
 November 1 for the January term
 March 1 for the May term

NOTE: Applicants should be in good standing with the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Services. Also, additional information about policies 
related to and services for international students are found in the Campus 
Resources section of this bulletin under “International Center”.

Extended Learning Admission Information
Background/Rationale
Minnesota State Mankato is committed to engaging in responsive and growth-
oriented practices. Minnesota State Mankato is also committed to providing 
regional and national education opportunities through extended learning activi-
ties. Minnesota State Mankato is also committed to enhancing the educational 
opportunities of traditionally under-represented students. 

Historically, Minnesota State Mankato has served signifi cant numbers of students 
through a variety of extended learning activities. Past admission practices have 
allowed eligible students to register for a limited number of extended learning 
credits prior to/simultaneously with applying for regular admission to the Uni-
versity. This policy is designed to formalize this practice in order to:

• Maintain academic standards at the University
• Serve students who wish to take course work in an extended learning 

environment, with the coursework leading to a degree or certifi cate or just 
for personal benefi t

• Allow students to register for specifi c extended learning courses in an 
expedited manner.

The traditional model of higher education is undergoing signifi cant changes. 
Extended campus, distance education, for-profi t education and other alternatives 
to traditional residential college educational experiences are increasing. Minne-
sota State Mankato is committed to serving increasing numbers of students for 
whom a traditional residential college experience is not the most appropriate or 
relevant educational experience.

Extended Learning Policy Statement
In order to meet the educational needs of students whom may be nontraditional 
and place bound, and many of whom will also be seeking educational opportu-
nities from a variety of educational institutions, Minnesota State Mankato has 
created this alternative process for applicants interested in being a part of Min-
nesota State Mankato’s increasing offerings in Extended Learning. This process 
applies only to limited admission to the University. Degree programs have their 
own admission requirements which are distinct from this policy.

Applicants for limited admission as addressed in this policy must have completed 
their high school diploma or GED at least three years prior to enrolling in Ex-
tended Learning Courses. Applicants are required to apply for and be granted 
regular admission status if they wish to exceed the 12 credit limit. 

Extended Learning Enrollment Criteria:
• Students may register for up to 12 credits in Extended Learning (Extended 

Campus—Section 60;  Online—Media Code 3; and/or Friday/Saturday 
College—Section 81) courses prior to or simultaneously with submitting 
material for the regular admission process. Students may not enroll in 
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non-extended learning courses unless they have met the regular admission 
requirements.

• At any time while a student is completing these 12 or fewer credits, the 
student may be admitted to regular admission status if the student meets all 
the requirements for regular admission. Information about the Regular Ad-
mission requirements can be found at http://www.mnsu.edu/admissions/

Extended Learning Procedure
Students will be limited to 12 credits of enrollment without obtaining formal 
and offi cial admission status. Enrollment status will be tracked by the Offi ce 
of the Registrar with the assistance of Academic Affairs and Admissions. If a 
student seeks and is granted regular admission status, that student will be eli-
gible to enroll as a fully-admitted student. If a student does not meet admission 
requirements, that student will be ineligible to enroll in any courses beyond the 
initial 12 credits.

Students enrolling in the initial 12 credits must have permission to enroll in Ex-
tended Learning courses. Students will be limited to Extended Learning courses 
unless and until they have been formally admitted to the University. Students 
enrolling in the initial 12 credits prior to formal admission will have holds placed 
on their ability to register. These holds will apply to all courses, including up-
per-division and graduate. Holds will only be lifted upon authorization of the 
student’s advisor or designee, and the Dean of Extended Learning or designee. 
Extended Learning Offi ce will be responsible for lifting the holds.


