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Open Studies
College of Arts & Humanities
Open Studies Program
131 Nelson Hall  • 507-389-5522

Director: Marshel D. Rossow

The Open Studies baccalaureate major is designed to give highly motivated, 
self-directed students an op por tu ni ty to create their own programs and earn an 
un der grad u ate degree.  It is a liberal education pro gram de signed for stu dents 
who wish to major in an in ter dis ci pli nary area with a coherency of design.

Admission to Major.  Admission will be granted to students who meet el i gi -
bil i ty requirements and who com plete a formal application to the Open Stud ies 
pro gram.  Eligibility requirements are as follows:

•  Student must have a current, cumulative GPA of 2.8 or higher, ac cord ing 
to MSU records.

•  Student should apply after earning a minimum of 32 semester credits 
and before com plet ing 80 semester cred its, according to MSU records. 
Stu dents having more than 80 credits may still be con sid ered for the Open 
Studies pro gram if they are will ing to meet all other requirements of the 
program.

•  Student must submit a formal application on a form provided by the Open 
Studies director.

POLICIES/INFORMATION

Areas of Concentration.  Students seeking the Open Studies degree will se lect 
three academic areas in which to concentrate their work and will ar range for a 
faculty advisor in each of those areas to oversee their work in each area.  The 
areas of study must represent three dis tinct academic dis ci plines at Min ne so ta 
State Uni ver si ty.  The student must fi le a plan of study that provides a rea son 
for choosing these areas of study and that dem on strates why the pro posed work 
cannot be ac com plished under the usual ma jor-and-minor(s) for mat at MSU.

Continuation in Program.  The following rules ex plain the requirements for 
a student to continue in the Open Studies program and to receive a uni ver si ty 
de gree.  The Open Studies major must:

 • Maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.80.
 •  Apply grades of A, B and C to the three ar eas un less specifi c courses are 

offered only on a P/NC ba sis.
 • Complete the university’s general-ed u ca tion pro gram.
 • Complete at least 64 upper-division se mes ter cred its.
 • Complete a minimum of 15 semester cred its of study in each of the three 

selected ac a dem ic areas of con cen tra tion.  A faculty advisor in each area 
must be willing to serve on a committee with the Open Stud ies di rec tor to 
over see the student’s work.

 • Complete a capstone project synthesizing the ar eas of concentration.  The com-
pleted project must be ac cept able to members of the stu dent’s com mit tee.
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